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On  April  21,  2010,  at  2153  central daylight time, an operational error occurred at the Chicago
O’Hare  International  Airport  (ORD) Air Traffic Control Tower involving American Eagle flight 3962
(EGF3962),  an  E135,  and  Flight  Check 71 (FLC71), a KingAir 300.  EGF3962 had just departed from
runway  9R at ORD and was instructed to turn right to heading 140.  FLC71 was operating under visual
flight  rules and inspecting the runway 32R instrument landing system.  At the time of the incident,
FLC71  was  tracking  the 32R localizer inbound to the airport at 2,200 feet.  EGF3962 was operating
under  instrument  flight  rules  on  a  scheduled 14 Code of Federal Regulations part 121 passenger
flight  to  Little Rock, Arkansas.  There was no damage reported to either aircraft, and no injuries
to passengers or crew.

EGF3962   was instructed to taxi into position and hold on runway 9R at 2151:02, and was cleared for
takeoff  at  2151:26.    The  pilot  was instructed to fly heading 140 after departure.  At 2152:51,
there  was a coordination call from Chicago TRACON to the North Local Controller confirming that the
North  local  controllers were aware that FLC71 was inbound on the runway 32R final approach course.
At  2153:14,  the  North Local Controller transmitted a traffic advisory to EGF 3942, stating "Eagle
3962  traffic  ahead  and to the right is a King Air on a final for runway 32R he’s at 2200.”  There
was  no  response from the crew.  At 2153:27, North local controller transmitted, “Eagle 3962?”, and
the  crew  of  EGF  3942 replied, "Yeah traffic’s in sight."  At 2153:39, the North local controller
instructed  EGF  3942  to  turn  right heading 180 and the crew acknowledged, stating “All right sir
turn  right  to heading 180 Eagle 3962 we had a [traffic collision avoidance system-TCAS] resolution
advisory.”    The  controller  replied, “Thank you - that was a VFR King Air, Eagle 3962.”  The crew
responded,”…3962  we  had  him  we  were  following  an RA on the TCAS.”  At 2154:02, the controller
transmitted,  "Eagle  3962  come  back  to  heading  of 140" and the crew acknowledged.  At 2154:35,
EGF3962 was instructed to contact departure.

Review  of  radar  data showed that at closest point of approach, the two aircraft were 0.41nm apart
laterally  and  300  feet  vertically.    Following  the incident, FLC71 continued inspection of the
airport navigational aids and EGF3962 continued to Little Rock.
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SIMAAMERICAN EAGLE AIRLINES INC
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FAA / American Eagle Airlines 
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